
St Thomas of Canterbury Church of England Infant School 
 
 

Curriculum Update 
 

Autumn Term 2 – Y1FA & Y1S 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

This letter informs you about what your child will be learning at school in the second half 
of the autumn term. We hope that you will be able to help your child explore and discuss 
these areas at home through some of the following ideas: 
 

• researching areas at the local library and helping your child develop their library 
skills 

 

• searching with them on the internet for child friendly material and relevant websites 
 

• watching relevant television programmes that may support their work, or visiting a 
museum 

 

• and, most importantly, talking to your child about what they have done at school! 
Listen to what they have learned and praise their achievements! 

 
 

 

Subject 
 

 

Our Learning 
 

 

Religious 
Education 

In R.E. we will explore our ideas of ‘what God is like’. We will reflect 
on the fact that some things are mysterious and can’t be explained 
easily. We will then think about Advent and how it is a time of 
preparation for Christians as they wait to celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
Our Christmas topic is called ‘Incarnation’ and we will explore the 
Christmas story in greater detail, and discuss why Jesus’ birth is such 
an important event for Christians. 
 

 

Science 
As part of our topic, we will be focusing on the human body and, in 
particular, will be learning about our senses and how they help us to 
do different things. We will also think about the different ‘super-skills’ 
we have in our classes. 
 

 

Personal, 
Social and 

Health 
Education 

(PSHE) 

Prior to Bonfire night, we will consider ways we can keep ourselves 
and others safe around fireworks. After this, we will be talking about 
money, considering where it comes from and what it is used for, and 
then move onto the topic ‘Growing and Changing’. We will think about 
the changes and responsibilities that occur from young to old and 
what features make us unique individuals. We will also be discussing 
how to keep ourselves and others safe and how listening to others and 
playing co-operatively can help us to have healthy relationships.  
 

  

  

  
  



Topic 
 

Our Learning 
 

 

Superheroes 
 

 

 
Our topic for this half term is called Superheroes.  
 
Computing In computing, we will use Purple Mash to group and sort 
items using different criteria. We will also use the internet safely to 
research the work of ‘real-life’ superheroes, such as RNLI and 
mountain rescue.   
 
History We will learn about different ‘real-life’ superheroes from the 
past, including Florence Nightingale and Mother Teresa. We will be 
thinking about what they achieved during their life-time, and why we 
see them as ‘superheroes’ today. 
 
Art and Design We will use drawing and painting to develop and share 
our ideas and experiences of Fireworks Night and Remembrance Day. 
We will think carefully about colour, line and shape.  
 
Design and Technology We will explore different books, cards and 
pictures that have moving parts. We will discuss how they work, using 
the vocabulary levers, sliders and flaps. We will then design and make 
our own superhero moving pictures.  
 
Music We will start our music lessons by using the Charanga topic 
“Rhythm in the way we walk” which will introduce us to Reggae music. 
We will listen to, sing and play different instruments whilst exploring 
fun Reggae tracks, as well as listening to and appraising other musical 
styles. We will then focus our sessions on learning the songs for the 
School Nativity play. 
 
Physical Education Within gymnastics, we will explore different ways 
of travelling on small and large parts of the body. We will select two 
balances and link them together showing control and change of speed. 
Our games work will encourage the development of co-ordination and 
control. We will use a wide variety of equipment to develop our ball 
skills. Throughout this half term we will continue to run for 15 
minutes twice a week. 
 

 

 


